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Talent Traficant Weiner
Tanner Turner Weldon (FL)
Tauscher Udall (CO) Weldon (PA)
Taylor (NC) Upton Weygand
Terry Velazquez Whitfield
Thomas Vitter Wicker
Thornberry Walden Wilson
Thune Walsh Wise
Thurman Wamp Wolf
Tiahrt Watkins Woolsey
Tierney Watt (NC) Wu
Toomey Watts (OK) Wynn
Towns Waxman Young (FL)
NAYS—50

Baird Hefley Ramstad
Borski Hilliard Rogan
Clay Hinchey Sabo
Clyburn Holt Sanford
Condit Hooley Schaffer
Costello Hulshof Scott
DeFazio Hutchinson Spratt
Doggett Jackson-Lee Stupak
English (TX) Sweeney
Evans Kucinich Taylor (MS)
Fattah LoBiondo Thompson (CA)
Filner Moran (KS) Thompson (MS)
Gephardt Neal Udall (NM)
Gibbons Oberstar Vento
Gonzalez Pallone Visclosky
Gutierrez Peterson (MN) Waters
Gutknecht Pickett Weller

ANSWERED “PRESENT”—1

Tancredo
NOT VOTING—27
Barton Ganske Payne
Bilbray Lantos Peterson (PA)
Canady McDermott Radanovich
Cannon McNulty Reyes
Chenoweth Metcalf Sanders
Cox Miller, George Slaughter
Crane Mollohan Tauzin
Dixon Murtha Wexler
Engel Olver Young (AK)
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So the Journal was approved.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KoLBE). Will the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. LUTHER) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mr. LUTHER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 2606. An act making appropriations
for foreign operations, export financing, and
related programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2000, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 2606) ‘““An Act making ap-
propriations for foreign operations, ex-
port financing, and related programs
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2000, and for other purposes,” requests
a conference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr.
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SPECTER, Mr. GREGG, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.
BENNETT, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr. BOND, Mr.
STEVENS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. INOUYE, Mr.
LAUTENBERG, Mr. HARKIN, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mrs. MURRAY, and Mr. BYRD, to be
the conferees on the part of the Senate.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the amendment of the
House to the bill (S. 606) “An Act for
the relief of Global Exploration and
Development Corporation, Kerr-McGee
Corporation, and Kerr-McGee Chem-
ical, LLC (successor to Kerr-Mcgee
Chemical Corporation), and for other
purposes.”

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which concurrence of
the House is requested:

S. 695. An act to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish a national cem-
etery for veterans in various locations in the
United States, and for other purposes.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 1-minute requests
at the end of the day.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2488,
TAXPAYER REFUND AND RELIEF
ACT OF 1999

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, | call
up House Resolution 274 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 274

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 2488) to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to reduce individual income tax
rates, to provide marriage penalty relief, to
reduce taxes on savings and investments, to
provide estate and gift tax relief, to provide
incentives for education savings and health
care, and for other purposes. All points of
order against the conference report and
against its consideration are waived. The
conference report shall be considered as
read. The yeas and nays shall be considered
as ordered on the question of adoption of the
conference report and on any subsequent
conference report or on any motion to dis-
pose of an amendment between the houses on
H.R. 2488. Clause 5(b) of rule XXI shall not
apply to the question of adoption of the con-
ference report and to any subsequent con-
ference report or to any motion to dispose of
an amendment between the houses on H.R.
2488.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LINDER) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, | yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MOAKLEY),
pending which I yield myself such time
as | may consume.

During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for purposes of
debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 274
provides for the consideration of the
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conference report for H.R. 2488, the
Taxpayer Refund and Relief Act of 1999.
House Resolution 274 waives all points
of order against the conference report
and against its consideration, and pro-
vides that the conference report shall
be considered as read.

The rule provides for 1 hour of gen-
eral debate, divided equally between
the chairman and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Ways and
Means.

Finally, the rule provides that clause
5(b) of rule XXI, which requires a
three-fifths vote on any amendment or
measure containing a Federal income
tax increase, shall not apply to the
question of adoption of the conference
report and to any subsequent con-
ference report or to any motion to dis-
pose of an amendment between the
houses on the bill.

Mr. Speaker, the growth in Federal
tax revenue has consistently outpaced
the growth in income of the American
people paying those taxes. For the first
time in American history, taxes have
reached war era levels during peace-
time. Budget projections show taxes at
above 20 percent of the gross domestic
product for the next 10 years. Last
year, and at least for the next few, this
ratio exceeds the levels of taxation
during 1945, when America was in-
volved in every corner of the world dur-
ing and after World War 11.

In short, the American people are
paying too much taxes. The American
people have given the Federal Govern-
ment too much of their money, and we
have to decide what to do with it. We
committed ourselves to a certain cost
of government in the 1997 balanced
budget agreement. Since then, the
American people have grown the econ-
omy so much they have paid too much
for their government, and it is time to
give it back.

That is exactly what the Taxpayer
Refund and Relief Act proposes to do,
make change for the American people
on their tax bill.

On every other bill we get in the
mail, for credit cards, the power bill,
the phone bill, if we overpay, the com-
pany notes a little CR credit on the
bill, crediting that amount for the next
month. What would we think if busi-
nesses one day decided they could
spend that overpayment better than we
could, and just added it to their income
statement at the end of the year? Why
would we let the Federal Government
do this to us?

That is what many of our colleagues
in the House and the President are try-
ing to do. Just a few months ago Presi-
dent Clinton said, we could give it all
back to you, and hope you spend it
right, but. But of course he believes
that he knows how to spend our money
better than we do, and he would rather
let the Federal Government decide how
to use our overpayment.

We in the majority believe our con-
stituents have overpaid enough and are
burdened every day by oppressive
taxes. Let us think about what Ameri-
cans must pay. First we are taxed on
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